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To chi Merck ee Siſters, __ 
| have ſeparared themſelves from 


.the * Churches whereof _ 
were Members. 


| Beloved Friends, | DYE 


Intended to put this 4 afw W6r privately i n- 
to the hands .of thoſe Brethren, who are 
Anthors of that little Book called S E- 
P'ARATION no $ CHISMBE. 
But confi aering, that you are very much con- 
 Kernedin this matter, and therefore may be de-- 
"roms to kyow, what can be ſaid im Anſwer 
. Thereto, I have printed ſome Copies thereof, to 
| "rhe end you may peruſe the ſame. When you © 
"were convinced by the holy Spirit and word of - 
Goa, that you ought ro be baptized, and to walk. 
, #nall the Commandments apd Ordinances of © 
Ged, , ou prayed that God would ſend forth his © 
4 Light and Truth, to lead you, and bring Jox to 
UP Sanitaary, and a fter Aliws ſeching of Aire- 
TT; ou and guidance from God, you aſſayed tobe 
Loyned ants the Churches whet cof you have beer 
| embers, and there 1g gave up your ſelves to 
ve e Lord, and unto them, agceraing to the will: 
A 2, of 


of the Lord. at which time you were fully per- [7 tes 
ſwaaed, that God himſelf did ſer 104 there, and 


you judged it your duty there to con!01ne, wait- 


 $ng #pon God according 10 the Laws »f hu Wi 


hoaſe. and your profiſſed ſubjetFion to the G ofþel 
of Chriſt. Now beſerch you dear friends, conſi- 


acer what I {: Jay; _ aid you {+ 9 il olemnl J, ſe ſerton ſly, J «fi 
"and ſo diligertly ask leave of God and his Fi 
Churches, to be a4mitted unto communion with | 
thry in the bol 1 Ordinances of God? And ſhould rh 
Jor have withdrawn from their communion, and WH 


ſeparated yeur ſilves from thoſe Churches HEY 


wheresf you were members, without and againſt 


their leave ?- If ſome particular members did ne 
fin, and defile themſelves, and the C h#rch WK} 


RaOwing of it, dtd ſuffer tho le defili ng fixs to re-- itn jo 


main amonsſt they and neglifed to bring thiſe 


* members 10repentance,or elſeif aſter all means 141.45,00 
uſed fer helping and healing of them,they obſti-] 10.10.31 
nately Le/d faſt this ſin and theCbarch did nt Pr 
pat away thuſe.1 ITpenirent perſons from ther | WH, 
COmmuxton, J'# ſhould have bern your wit me [| mum Nr 
1a the Charch arainſt ſuch. defiling ſons, «ndlk of 
a: filcd members; and have aefired, yea and with p WT 
rears bymbly intreated the Church ts proceed thrift 
againſt them"accordins to the Laws 0 f on bs mobs. 


L-rd Feſws Chriſt. and ifhe Church refuſed} 7 
yea and rather 1ſt ified their evil and ſo conk < 
h rratted che gilt of! ker iniquity, yet you our is 
16 lat LP cor tinmurd praying . ana mourning # Y 
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»* ſecret for them, and waiting for their repen- 
ow tance, ( 4s our Lord did for the repentanceof Wl 
the Church of Pergamus , and of Thyatira, 
Rev. 2. 16, 21,22.) «nd ovght not to have 
' ſeparated your ſelves from, them, noy forſaken 
1 the Aſſembling of your ſelves together 
with them, Heb. 10.21, 32, 23, 24, 25. 
zntill for their tmpenitency- our Lord feſus -_ 
Chrift bad removed the Candleſtich, and un- 
eburched them, and then you oxght ro for (ake | 
them,and follow the Lamb whereſoever he goes, 
for you may and onght to flee et of Babylon, 
ana deliver every man hu own ſoul, and 
forſake her, ( becauſe after all means uſed, 
ſhoe is not healed, ) but you may not, ought not 
to. ſeparate your ſelves from Zion , nov for- 
ſake her Aſſemblies , compare fer.$ $4007. 
8,9.10. with Rey.18. 2,3, 4, 55 4nd chap. 
14.1,4, 5, 4#d iſa. 35.10. and Mich,4. 5.6, 
+ .10.241.10, 25; ooo 07 
T hoſe Churches in thu City from whom.you 
have (\ eparated, are, and have been (0 far from 
defending any principles or prattiſes which by 
' the word of God appear to them te be defiling 
fins, that they have been, and are ready to hear 
any thing of that kind obj(Ultd againſt any. of 
their members), and to proce:d agaiu(t them 
if - #pon evidence accoraingto Rule. ji © — ; 
An yet you have wi harawn 4n4 [eparated_ 
your ſelves, yea and have forfaken thoſe Chur- 
Sen: | p . 
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'ches, and declared that you could not hold com- 
'muniog with them , and have gone out from 
them, which i your ſin , to- be repented of. 
And. ſome of you! have alſs. not »vuly par your 
ſelves out of the Churches , where you wete 
formerly fully perſwaded God had joyned you, etl 
and from under the” Miniftry of Chriſt, unto ial 

. © whoſe care, watchfnlnefs, and goverment, you ng 
- ſubmitted 5our ſelves, with profeſſed ſubjetion np 
6 the Laws of Chrift, ( when yourere aamit- nam 
ted members of the Church ) and gave up your. bf 
*{elves firſt unts the Lord, aud thin unto them OLE 
atrcoraing tothe will of God, as you were thin ny 
fully perſwaded, but ſince: your ſeparation you Vis 
"bave aſſociated 'yonr ſelves with ſuch" afſem- Sure 

: blres. and perſons, who are not thetraeChur- WAY 
ebts, nor the trut Mintſters of Chriſt accord- Wahi 
3ng to Goſpel conſtitution and order. * 1 WE 

- T hes whilſt you have-been. tefirous ( and I Wn 
am perſwaded conſcientions) 'tokeep your ſelves WAlhs 


> 
« 


1 © 


clewi, ( aryou ſpeak) and free from thoſe de- (i 
fling fins which you judge the Churches from |My 

 , whom ou ſeparated,to be guilty of ,you have(be- bt 
"ing miſled by ſomeof thaſe chief leaders of this WM 
 finful ſeparation, who are the Authors of the Wing 

- - foreſaid book call'd Separation no$chi ſm )defel- LL 
| FFP ſerves oy this ſeparation with many fo Ms. * rr 
TT. For any particular brother or ſiſter to ſepa- Miſh; 


ow 
hy 
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Yate froma true Church of ' Chriſt whereef they hh 
are members, for fin and defilement, before they Wittle| 


cc wo ron An do ak 
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Rent 
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have orderly proceeded to uſe all means appoixt-  ÞW-i| 
ed by Chriſt for the kelp and healing of the WW 
d's, - Charch, it is a ſinful ſepa ration, Aud tha 
a ſeems tobethe opinion of your Brethren ang com- 
panions, yea and chief leaders in ſeparation, as 
appears to. me by what they have ſaid in the 7, 
. 8,9. pages ef their Bock | and if your Brethren 
| themſelves ao judge this a ſinſul ſtparation, 
then how much more furfully have ſuch of you 
" Gone 111 ſeparating your ſelves from ſuch Chur- 
ches of Chrift , as you cannot ('could not ) 
juſtly charge with any of thoſe difiing ſins, and 
make the matter of charge fully out by clear 
proof and demonſtration » 45 your Brethren | 
' adviſe, youſnonld, and ought to do before you ſe- 
\.  parate, pag. 8. conſ. 4. and pap. 7. Rule 1. and 
1 pag. 0. Rule 4, Wherefore conſider how 
ſinful your ſeparation ts, and repent, and ac- 
knowleag your evilin ſo doing, yea, and return 
again tothe Loyd and his Churches, from whom 


” a we 5, 
ET ootr eas = <a ee EG AE LES dead. - 
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you are departed. FS ok | 
' 2.7 ou are guilty of ſin 14 holding fellowſhip, 
and having communion in-the Ordinances of 
God, with a ſoctety or aſſemblie of perſons, who 
are not a true Church of Chriſt according to 
Goſpel rule and ord:r. Your Brethrea (the At- 
tbors of Separation no Schiſm) cannot prove 
by. Scripture their ſeparated Aſſemblies or 
Secieties to be the true Churches of Chrift in 
' Goſpel order, Rev. 3. 9. Rom.19. 2. | 
_ 38 B 4- 3. Tow *- 3 
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3-Yor are evilty of fin in partaking of the Or IR 
 Ainances of God adminiftived bytheſe brethre®. ji 
who are not true Miniſters of Chriſt, who have 
. no true call and commiſſion from him to asſpence 
all the holy ordinances of the Goſpel: but they 
are ſuch as have cauſed diviſions and of-. 
| fences . contrary to the Doitrine of Chriit, and 
your ought to avoidthem, Rom. 16.17, And | I 
now if I ſpall become your enemy for telling you | 
the truth, or be contemued, or reproached, for |? 
dealing thus plainly mith you, eudeavouring to | | 
wndeecive you, and turn you from the error of 
your way, jet Tſhall heartily love you, and car- 
_neftly pray aud mourn in ſecret foryou , and 
hope Ged will bleſs thu my pobr labeur of 
love unto ſoms ofyour ſouls. And convince you, |. 


yea and cauſe you to repent, andreturs untothe 7 
Churches from whom you have ſeparated; 
which ſhall be the prayers of kim who i yumr 


Brother in the. Faith of Chriſt, and your Con- uit 
panion in ſuffering perſecution for the Goſpel Wiki 
of Chriſt. TD _ 
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An Anſwerunto 2 little Book, 
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Entituled , 


| Separation no Sebijm. | 


| Have ſerioufly read your Book , beloved £ 


| Brethren, publiſhed under the Title of 
” Separation no Schiſnr, wherein you pro- 
"wok and diſcuſsthis Queſtion, viz. 
Whether a ſingle perſon may oracrly 
withdraw and ſeparate from @ Congregation for 
| fin and defilement ir hrs held "uf by them? 
 Thecerms-of the Queſtion you have thus 
, explained , ſo far as I can collet out of your 
' own words. 
By a fingle perſon , you mean any partt- 
ER or os of a Church; for you ſay P.6. 
; Laſ, 2. T hen will it neceſſarily be a dnty in: 


cumbent - 


- po mo i 
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cambent upon any particular Member--»-to | Smit 
withdraw and ſeparate ws from the ſaid \y 
, Congregation. | .-. Lf 
2. bj 4 Congregation, N mean a true Con- 4jopiins 
oregationa] Church of Chriſt, for you ſay Pe7. \nilecal 
Conl.z. T hat ſeparation frem a (Church («of \gmt 
a trembling confideration ) who 1s ſo dear and ij wit 
wear to C brifi---and his Name being ſo con- in 
&crn'd inthem. And you ſay, pag.25.J12,13, ot ore det 

. The chi; f canſes for ſeparation from any x 
( Chan ch)that are right inthe Forms and ord. wy mr n 
#ances of God, &&c. ” oy 
;J» MY orderly withdrawing and ſeparatin 7, tnd.ard 
you mean, That a fingle: perſon, or particular nin; 
. Member ought firſt roprocced in dealing with : $144 
the Charch, according to the Law of Chriſt, þ lh ſs 
:and the Rules of the OE To ſuch acaſe, ; a pf 


zenth page, you _ , Hnt if _ he means, alu 
PI cd 0 convince and help. the C hurch, there bel jo nc I 
Jet an obſtinate perſiſt in 83% fin, defends ng the ih Ba 
ſame, and running into 4 greater evil theye þ1 4 RB 
, then in obedience to the Lird-t6 declare « fc 
NV aboy wag them .QC, - | 
4+ BY fin ans oof lemert , you met a 
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SHE (3) EY 
V8.) criptures put 4 Hrs between f mnning and 
 fnning, wort dur confederation through eVte 
ry part of the ſu5jeft } bur ſome particular 
defiling fins, which you fay, pag. 25.1.12,'3,14. 
are the cazſes inchief 'of ſeparation from any 
that are right inthe. Forms aud Ordinanccs of * 
God; which particular defiling ſins, yOu ten- 
” tion page 25, and 26. and make one of them 
more eſpecially the Standard of Separation, to 
| wit, The denying and ſwearing away the Do- 
' minion/'of- our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ,.- viz. The 
- Headſhip or Lordſhip. of him that bought 
D_ 25 4. 25,26; to which] ſhall ſay ſome- 
th Eye its proper place. 
' 'F. By obftinately. held faft .by them , 
tle (as you ſay p;9. thelatter end) An bt 
nate perſiſting #n the ſim, and defending the 
ſame, after ſuch means uſed to convince and 
"Wp the Charch, &c. | 
If I have nor miſtaken your meaning in the 
explanation of the terms of the Queſtion col- 
lected(as fully and faithfully as 1 could)out of 
your own words and expreſlions, here & there 
declared in your Book: The Separation (which 
you lay is 0 Schiſm) and the Aﬀertion whtch. 
. You pretend to prove, isthis, orto this pur- 
poſe, viz. _ 
That any particalar Member may orderly 
withdraw and ſeparate from a true. Church of 


 Chrift for ſome fins and defilements obſtinately - 
held Hef by them... 2 Be- 


- 


_ 0/496 —— JY a - <a 
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Before you give your poſitive Anſwer tothe [TY 
Queſtion, or come to the proof of 'your Aſ- js 
ſertion, you ſeem to bes the Lueſtion by what pured, ® 
you have preniiſed p.y. Anſ.1: and take it for jyttiVes 

 grantrd, p.6. Anſ. 2. your words are theſe, ih 
That it being taken for granted that fin 1s con hu 
trated, efponſ ed ana held faft by aC ng regas | x UNre: 
£199. (fc. 1” | : 10 

] £7ant, That che beſt Churches on earth are ſleori 
ſubjc& to have open and prievous fins þreak |jalthol 
out 2morp item. 2. That ali ſuch iniquities hnicothel 
onphr ſpeedily to be redrefſed; and to thac jyribardl 
end, the Chufch ou+-hr ro purge out that. Lea-- nel 
ven, either by bringing every guilty Member {bro 
to repentance, or by caſting our ofthe Church jj, byſu 
thoſe particular Members whoare 1mpenitent, !yatfnner 
and odſtinately ho!d faſt their fin 2fter all due jifinoty. 
means of reſtoring, helping and healing them, {{niudth( 
bave been uſed by the Church, &'c. -  . Jntlate 

3. Thar it is the duty of every Member of [knob 
that Church (where open and prievous fins what 
'break our amongthem) to endeavour to keep Atl 
b:m or her ſeit from being defiled with thoſe wnewgar 
#5: Andto that purpoſe, particular Mem- fre & 
bers are , 1 Tolookto themſelves, 2 7oh.6 7, [mi.tne 
\ 8,9. And 2. Toexhort one another daily, Heb, |filyach 
3. 13, And 3, Torellthe Churchorderly of *4fſch 
ſuch Brethrenand Siſters, whom they know to (1 ax 
have commirred fuch open and grievous ſins, agent 
Maitth.18 17. And (4.) in caſe any openand Nm. 
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er tot (x8) 
our {| grievous fir ners be orderly brought before the 
39 wh Church, and their fin be made manitelt,and che 
ates ma; ter be fully made out by clezr proof { as 
© thel you adviſe, p. 8. Conſ. 4. } and if the Church. 
M# ſhonld-fuffer ſuch fins and finnersto remain in 
ongregt the Church, and toenj»y the holy Ordinan- 
"-.. ces of God infull communion with them, and' 
eartha reſuſe Or neglect oo uſe ſuch means to nelp and 
10s bit heal thoſe ſinners, as Chriſt hath appointed to 
mqutt bring them to repentance, or to caſt rhem our 
bto W for their obſtinace impenitency, then it is a du+, 
watla ry neceffarily incumbent upon any.particnlar 
| Henk Member of that Church { ſo eſpouſing that | 
ecu fin, by ſuffering thoſe obfſtinate and impeni- 
peniten rent ſinners) orderly and humbly co bear their 
erali teftimony in the Congregation againſt that 
liogths fin, and thoſe finners ; and ſo wait patiently 
+, until ether they do repenc , or elſe till Chrit 
embei remove the Candleſtick our of its place; -and 
vous when Chriſt ſhall rake away their Church- 
urtolt ſtare, and ſodepirt from char Church, then 
zh th - every particular Member ought to depart and. 
vlary® forſake chat Congregation, and any Member 
may, (yea and oupht in obedience ca God ) 
follow Chriſt, forſaking that Congregation as 
| -a falſe Church, now apultated and fal.en from 
_ Chriſt, and having provoked the Lord by rheir 
impenitency and obltinacy- to depart from 
them. | 
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- But that any particular Member may ordet- him," 
ly (yea ought) withdrawand ſeparate from-'a- Jjith'b* 
true Chnich of (Chriſt, righc 1n the Forms and popoe'o 
Ordinances of God, tor fin and defilement/, I | #23 

_ do not prant, and. ſhall examine how you þ/Tjmmn 
prove Ws: : 7 ns REES | 
 Youpropoſe page 19. thoſe four-fold Scri- - fjyrh1ti 
tare-grounds preſfling the daty, viz. _ edt 

I. The Scriptures poſitively, or by necefſary 
conſequence commandsng it . I 
2. The Worthy Examples pratiiſung vt. ymetbere 
3. The threaned Pudgements for neglect gue 
"- "87-Ft» 3  .-.- Tenn 
4. The envaging Promiſes encograging it, || 

I, The Scriptares ſo commanding the Du- 

55; 1 Me Cn 

2 Cor.6.17. I acknowledge, that Separati- Jf, of 
ex is poſitively commanded 1n this Scripture, - kyhaned 
[ Be ye ſeparate ] but that command was not q} 

Siven unto any particular Member to ſeparate 
from the Church, for the Apoſile writing CO Ylfeoard 
the whole Church (as the Temple of God, v. {nth 
16, colleQively)exhorred chem tobe ſepara- Fran 
ted from Pagan-Tdelaters, and gives thei Di- [bm 


(4 , - , | . . -z f 7 a Ci " 110 
vine Authori-v for their ſo being and abiding, Frags 


'S « 


$= ES; . . jag C 
(rer..17,. dpogianre, which is the 1. eAor. Tm- 
; 5 [4 ed ES, 

per paſſ . of cpoghCopar ſeparor } he ye [ EpAYAI ed. EITTST 
and thelike Separaiion was prophetically. des [ew 

_ lared 7/a. 52. 71. which is more clearly- ex- en 
plained Kev 18 4A. [9 W if, R lepar ation! from: hon, 
” Babylon, | 5 


A abjlow, not From a true Church of Chriſt, 
- which 1s the thing that this Scripture 'is 
4 Xrought to prove. 
1". '2 Tim. 3. 5: 1Tim.G. 5. and 1 Fits: F 
W "1" T2: Timothy was a Aimiſter of Chriſt, expreſ- 
| ly deputed by the Apoft le (as Overſeer of rhe 
ar # Church at Epheſus 1 Tim. 1. 3,4. ) to diftate 
2 and dire& in matters appercaining to . 
) and Diſcipline , as appears 1 75, 3.14,15, 
WY 17 305. 4. 6,7, 11,ard 1 7 in. JA19, 20. ] pre- 
*  ſamethberefore, you will not affi:m, that the 
' Scriptures by you here mentioned,do poſitive- 
** Iy command a particular member. ( namely a= 
2" xy Sifter ) to ſeparate or withdraw. her ſelf 
F fromatrac Church of Chrit . and how you 
> canproducea neceſſary conſequence from any 
* oneof, orali thoſe places in Timothy which 
1 you havecited to Prove itts a duty command- 
0% ed, I know nor, norcan ] imagine. = 
| \NorwasT imothy commanded co vichdeas 
and ſeparate himſelf from any true Church of 
Chriſt, dut to reje& them, who having a form 
ef godlineſs, were ſuch no:orious finners as 
arc'deſcrivea, 2 Tim. 3.1,2 3.4.5. The com-, 
mand ver.s. is, [ xmwrss Snlgene ] and rejet” 
thou chem, (or cars away from then, but r4-. 
ther turn themaway ) that 1 5 to fay, caſt thera 
our of the Church}, or excommunicate them; 
and ſo for that other Text, viz, 1T im. 6.45. 
The Evan geliſt was commanded tO withdraw 
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from ſuch perſons as ol men of corru p! he 
minds and deſtitute of the truth, &'c. [<91Jyilka! 
UP cms Two TOI 7A Iw3thdraw from ſuch, Andf18,1 
 whatis thisto prove, that any particularſy,z.h 
*' Member may withdraw and- ſeparate himſelf} jnd'1 
or her ſelf froma true Church , whica | is che 
' matter to be proved by you. % a 0 
' - As for Timothy being charged or comman- #4 
ded not to be partaker of other mens . fins, [yren| 
I Tim. 5.22. it hath irs peculiar application ate Mi 
to the words immediately going betore,to wit, Vouy 
Lay hands ſuddeniy of no may. And admit it hymns 
hach not reference to thoſe words, how doth ktmr 
it prove the poiat in hand ? Wil 1:16 argue © in 
thus : Timothy ( a Miniſter of Chriſt, an E- fun 
vangcliſt, and overſeer of the Church of E- k NIE 
| pheſus ) was commanded not to be partaker of we 
other mens fins: Ergo, Any pariicular Mem= hy 
ber may withdraw and ſeparate from a true |... 
Church of Chriſt, &c. Is this 4 neceſſary con - 
ſequence ? judge your feives. & avs 
2 Theſſ.3.6. This Scripcure hath iniita com- "th; 
mandunto the Church in T heſſalonica (even 
rothe whole colleQtively and joyntly)to with- fri 
draw from every: brother that walked diſor - 14 
derly. Bur hereis no command giventoany hex 
Brother or Silter co withdraw and ſeparate , n= 
himſelf or her ſelf from the: whole Church, x 
which is:he mater ill co be proved, 


——— — 


SSD Eph. ) 
© EXDorte 


- an 
*.. 
% 
. 


KL * or 
SY 
= > 


» | 
<, At 


Ficu 


bin 

| atduTor | be not jetherefore partakers of thoſe 
 |rhings, or, be wot ye therefore partakers with 
ud choſe Gentiles. And the 11. ver. is very ade: 
$ bn quateto boch rheſe verſions, and wil fitly qua 
Ka trate with: them both, viz. Firſt, with the 
0M things., 2d have no fellowſhip with the n= 
dnut | frust fulworks of darkenſs.Secondiy, with thoſe 
nd ! perſons, namely, the Gentiles afore-inentioned, 
OM but reprove them rather , ver. 11; Howeve® 
+ Mihere 1s no command given to any particular 
of F.member to withdrawand ſeparate from the 
ker Church of Epheſus, Which is the matter to be 
MEnroved, © .-.- OR 
aUk Roz. 16.17. The Apoſtle exhorted the 
J®®Brethren at Rome, that is to ſay, rhe Church, 
the which is meant by chat denotation, ( as 
acl 4; 15. 22,23. not Antioch) to markthem 
(OU-pbich cauſed diviſions and offences contrary ts 
wilt, be Doftrine of Chriſt, and to avoid them. Bur 
dÞotthere isno command for any member to fepa- 
(frace from the Church. As for thoſe Scricpures 
paliftcited out. of che old Teſtameat, pag. 11. they 
WO:have not any clear proof, nor can any neceſla- 
. "ry conſequence be dedufted from them to 
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prove your opinion in rhis point; for, 1. The WA" 
- Church ofrhe Jews was a National, not a work 
Congregational Church.And, 2 They were not yn 
commanded to ſeparate from that Church, un- yi 
till God had given her a Bill of Divorcement Fn 
for ber Idolatry,&c, Hof. 2,1,2. jb, 0006 
Doth the Prophet Ferems ah command any. bs {I 
particular Member to ſeparate from a true þ ſep 
Church of Chriſt in thoſe places you have ci- jje- Nu 
red, p.11, to wits for. 50 8. @ 51. 6, 45. &c. ſhi 
Was Babylon a true Church of Chriſt? And fas & 
isthe command given by the Prophet , unto hjofl 
the people of God, to come out of, and flee FG, 
from Rabjlon,a poſitive command to any par- Wininh 
ticular Member to ſeparate from a true Church {ly 
of Chiitt?.. Can you draw. a nec effary conſe | bniteſ 
quence from thoſe Scriptures to prove it a du-' th thay 
ty ſo to ſeparate ? Sk _ 
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Th : For (1.) thoſ? particular perſans were 


Nt fome of them Prophets, as Jeremiah, David, 


ren Grhers were Prieſts and Governors , as Ezra, | 


BU Ny. hemiah, and rhe Levites ; and others were 
melt Chief Magiſtrates, as Moſes, Samuel, Nehe- 
: lah, David; not. any private Brethren and 

L an Siſters of a particular Churcb.- 
a lk 2. Thoſe parcicalar perſons were Members 
ae of the National Church of the Jews under 
» Ot the Meſaical diſpenſation of the Liw, not 
AnMterabers of a particular Congregational 
fy MMChureh of Chriſtians, ander the adauniftrati- 


fl 9n of the Goſpel, whichis the ſubjeR of rhe 
YM! Queſtion in hand. 


Wi 2. Thoſe worthy perſons did not wichdraw 


Mand ſeparate from the Church of God, nor 


a Ugid they ſhew any diſpoſition thereto, but 


"from'ſuch multitudes, aſſemblies of wicked 
$ /Amen, who didforſake the Lord, his tfne Wor- 
"ſhip, and did'fall to abominable Idolatry, after 
pitheir own inventions, as ſom# of rhe Scrip- 
ores: cited pap. IT, 12. doteſtific | eſpecially 

ot 'Y Chron 11.14, 15,16, OP 

am) Your third Scripture-ground for your opi- 

tictinion of Separation, is, T he Fudgements threat - 
aithred for the neglett of it, p.12:. to this purpoſe 

ere ou have cited ſeveral Scriptures, pag. 12,13. 

000F7; >. 

.tW Rev. 18.9. ard fer. 51. 6. the Judgements 

Pohere mentioned, are threatned againft thoſe 
" people 
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peaple of God who negle@ to forſake Baby- wh 
lon,and is that a Scriprure-ground for any par- {kit 
ticular Saint to forſake Z19» , andto ſeparate jy4F 
from the Church of Chriſt , whereof heis a jirMet 
member ? Ard what is Corahs caſe, N«mb, \atoil 
16,26, Benjamins caſe, 7 nag. 19,20. Achans jo 
caſe, fofs. 7. 17. 12, or Ephraim's caſe , jniktip 
Hof. 5-11. to the eaſe in hand, v3z. to j 
prove, 7 pat it's the duty of 4 particular mem-. 
ber to (eparate Up a trans Church of Chriſt ? gt 
And the-orher two Scriptures which you jug 
cite, Co witneſs 1/racls ſeparation from God, ji 1 &t 
Tja.59.2,3, 4. and fer. 7. 18,19. But what jjlr1 
ground is that for a pirticuſar Member to ſe- 
parate from a true Church'of Chriſt ? | 
Your fourth Scripture-ground for ſeparati-| 7 
on from atrut Chnrchof Chriſt, is, The ex-1;1, @ 
conraring Premiſes tothe prattiſivg of it P.I3 ham 
There 1s not any one Promile in all thoſe hegty 
Scriptures which you have cited pag-13,14- hn; 
. that coch encourage ſuch a ſeparation of 2 par-\yus? 
cieuier Member from a true Church of Chriſt, 15,5 
right in the Forms ard Ordinances of God. |; 16 
The Promiſes, 2 Cor.6.1 7.4 S, Were made! 
to the Church of all theSaintsin Corizth, rof 
courage them to be, and abide ſeparared[jyus 
from Pagasy-Idolaters , and Idolatry , as wa y Ws 
beloie obſervedin the examination of tha dh 
Seripture'? Do theſe Promiſes give encourage ns 
Kot unto any particular Member to ſeparat hae: 
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on (133 

Balyfrom a trae Church of Chrift? : 

Y Pit, * The prowiſes Pſal.15.1,2,3,4,5. and P/al. 

paat24.3,4,5- are more applicatory to any partt- 

els ticular Members who abide in the houſe of God, 

Num.chan to-any Brother or Siſter chat ſhall with- 
(cha draw and ſeparate from a rrue Chnrch of 
ak, Chriſt, right in the Forms and Ordinances of 


iz God. 
rm. The Promiſes Ezek, 44.15,16, were made 
britiunto the Prieffs and Lewites who kept the 
d Jicharge of the Lord in his Sanftuary. And is 
 Githis a Scriprare-pronnd for any parcicular 
t MiMember to ſeparate from « true Church of 
r t0kChriſt > Nor doth that Promiſe Fer. 15.19. 
 proveany thins co this purpoſe. R 
patill The promiſed Bleſſings to Levi , Deut. 33. 
ſ he 8,1 2. and to Phineas, Namb. 25- ITi,1T2.Wwere 
#FIfor executing Judgement impartiatly upon 
li tidſome of the rebellious 7/raclites for their Ido-) 
13, larry, in joyning themſclves to Baal-Peor, as 
faPappears Exod.32.23,26,27,28,29,. & Nam. 
Cll25. 1,2,3,4.11,12,13: & Pſa1,106. 28, 30, 
6% 31. And what encouragement is this to any 
remiparticular Member to ſeparate from, a true 
inth!Church of Chriſt ? _ 
parl” And becanſe you ſeem to lay much weight 
4 fupon theſe promiſed bleſſings to Levis, I will 
of litake rhe liberty to ſhew you how 'wenk you 
ouprove your opinion and praQtiſe of S:parati- 
ſepson from thence, by propoſing the efrg#- 
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(1, 4) 
mentation thereof, after Mi, manner, - 

The Judges-of Iſrael were commanded ro |ynilif 
{lay the Iraelites who had joyned chemſelyes |{jl1 
unto Baal- Peor, Numb,25.1,to5. And W's 

Phineas executed Judgement upon Zimrz 
an 1ſraelite,and Cosbs a Medianitiſy woman, 
Naumb.25.6,7,5.,14. 
' God promifed ſingular Bleftings to Lec vz | Ii 
for obſcrving his word, and keeping his Cove- ' fl 

nant, andfor executing Judgement impartial- | ja} 
ly upon his Brethren , and his own children, - | fm 
Deut.33.8,to0 12 

' Therefore theſe Promiſes are enconrape- iu 
ments and a Scripture-ground for any particu- | " 
Jar Brother or*Siſter to ſeparate fom a true [yp 

_ Church of Chriſt, &c. Doth this fellow from | 
theſe p remsſes > thaw 

"The laſt Scripture you cite for the proof of [yþ iy 
your Opinion and Practiſe of Separation , 1s, |, 
Heſ.11.12. Jxdahruleth with God , and was 
faithful with the Saints. 
 Whatencouragins Promiſe is there in this 
Scripture, unto the duty of Separation, which . 
vou precend to prove .? Yea, what argument 
or neceſſary conſequence can you make from ' Finre 
theſe words, to prove, Thar any particular | Gut 
Member may orderly withdraw and ROS SEY tn 
irom a true Church of Chrift, right in che } 
Forms and Ordinances of God, for finand | ky 
defilement obſtinately held faſt by them mnbich| y; inl 
5 the point in hand, ge 


( 15). 
In p4g.14. you propound an ob jeion, and 
ied give three Anſwers untoir. _ 
nſeln T o your firft Anſwer, p 14:1. $ 9.10. [ have 
*  afore ſhewed, 1.That {50s ſingle Perſons that 
Zimi are commanded to ſeparate, are not any pri- 
ona, yareor particular Brother or Siſter, bur ſome 
Prophet, Levite , Prieft, King or Governor. 
d Lt 2, Tharthey were not commanded to ſeparate 
; (N from a true Church of Chriſt, but from Baby- 
panil Je, from 1dolaters, and from the Aſſemblies 
illra of wicked and ungodly men. 3. Thoſe they 
ſeparated from, were not right in the Forms 
wif and Ordinances of God, but ſuch as had for- 
Ru ſaken the right way of the Lord, and faſlen a- 
1200 way to Idolatry. 
”/M Toyourſecond Anſwer, p. 14. /.11, to16. 
where you ſay, What was ſpokes to Churches, 
ooh was ſpoken to every member of them. 
0n,) Rep. ---Although] confeſs, That every mem- 
411% ber ought to hear what the Spirit ſaith unto 
the Church, yet Ido deny, that allthe com- 
As h mands which aregivento any Church of Chriſt 
Is (conjunttim) colleRively , are to be practiſed 
og by every particular member (divifim) ſeveral- 
e td ly. And I will inſtance in one of the Seriprures 
"_y which you have cited, p. 15. viz 1 Cor. 5.4, 
ſepu'! 5, 13. Thechurch of Corinth ( collettzvely } 
in 8 when they were gathered together in the Name 
; in88\ of our Lord Jeſas Chriſt ( eAvuthoritarively ) 
num with the Power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, was 


| | COM 


; (16) = 
commanded to deliver the inceſtuons perſon RR 
unto Satan, v. 4,5. ndto put away from a- \Rh 
monegſt them that wicked perſon, v.13. And |WF 
although every Member of that Church was* | A 
£0 hear what was ſpoken to the Church,yet nou 
particular Brother or Siſter was commanded | 
©0 do this, neither might any particujar Mem- 8" 
her of that Church, by virtue of the command ||f fy 
given tothe whole, rake upon kim or her the | B* + 
Power and Authority ro Excommunicate and. (24 Do 
putaway that wicked perſon. And the ſame | 
may be ſzid coricerning the Ele&ion ard Ordi-- 4 
nation of Miniſters, and other Miniſterial ati 7 
ons, which opght not to be performed by par- 408 
ticular Menbers, {8d 

-To your third Anſwer, p. 14, 5 where you | 
Jay, T here will appear the ſame ( if not IGG off 
ter)reaſon of the Separation:of One frem many 7 Wn 
as of many from One, if the Ends thereof b | «1.4808 
"confidercd, whereof You mention cleven, P. [nt l 1 
14,15. -* | ſi Wt 
I reply, 1ff, In g general. [nid 


What will Your Weal: Reaſoning fi :onifie | vl 
when your Scripture-grounds: propoſed , do: uk 
fail of full proof (pon examination ) as [ have þ ant 

made plainly ro appear ? Seeing then the belyÞ iy 
Scripture of Trath doth not warrant your O- | lll 
pinzon and Practiſe of Separation, your Rea- || rd/le 
ſon (&ei "g infirm). capnot ate the «me. Pk 
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peru © 2aly , In particular. 

from; Thoſe Ends (which you propeund) of ſepa- 
3. Mi ration in geners], may be obtaired withour 
Mm this untawful ſeparation of cne particular 
Lyeth brother or ſiſter from a true church of Chriſt, 
wank &c. which you ſo' plead for, and cannot 
iMag prove. * * 


# 


mn For, 1. The Name of God may be ſanRis 
bert} fied: : Bs 

ate 2. Holineſs may be encouraged and pro- 
be fag mored.. - / : 
«04 3. Unholineſs may be reproved and remo- 


ralad ved, DT 


by _ 4. Gods Bleſling and Preſence may be re 
.-» tained; 
here $5- Fallen ſouls may be recovered and reſto- 
yt qr red. | 
mny 6. Theclean wax may be kept undefiled. 


wm "Fo Union and- communion may be conti- 
even,! nucd. 


8. Both the Church and Members may be ” 


preſerved from wrathand judgement. 

honb © 9. They may teſtihe true love toeach other. 
ſed,{- 10. The World may be kept from juſt cauſe 
41s of offence, ſcandai and ſiumbling. 

chehdl 11. Others may hear and fear, &c, 


yourl All thoſe Ends may be cbtaired by the 


oucks church, her orderly admoriſking ,. and repre- 
me, VIPg thoſe particular brethren or fiſters who 
+ Walkdiſorderly, 

3 2. By 


f% 
SN._ 
w - % 


A, 


8) 
2. By the ohuredl her orderly withdraw 
ing from impenitent perſons. 
3. By the Churches orderly excommuniea- |: 
ting and putting away obſtinate and impent- | 
tent finners. | "5; 
B-fore I paſs this, 1 muſt remind you of \7 
your former crror now again repeated, of \* 
' begging the Queſtion; for I cannot grant thac 
any of the faid Churches are guilty of the fins 
you charge them with, yet if they were, the 
Apoſile hath taught us, That anevil ation is 
not to be done, that good Ends may be obtai- |*FF 
ned, in that khown place, Rom. 3.8.Sexls pun. | 
i{hment from the Lord for hisraſh offering ſa- | 
crifice, 1 Sa7.13. 15a ſufficient inſtance inthe 
— - _ 
Burt you ſay, p. 15.1. 25, 26. All which | 
 helding good in the caſe of One, will mach | 
more hold good in many. NR 
_. Itake your meaning to be this, viz. If al 
thoſe Ends hold good in the caſe of a true 
Church her ſeparating from any one particalay 
wewber , they will mach more hold good in the \ttth,” 
caſe of any one particular member's ſeparating Milt 
fromatrueChnrch. And if this be ngr your | Od pe 
meaning, I know not what you mean; Unto 
which 1 makethis Reply, viz. 
' Kep.1. All thoſe Ends will hold good in a 
irve Church, her orderly dealing with, admo- 
niſhing of, withdrawing from, yea, and caſt- 
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4 : 
dry. ing out any One particular Member for fin 
\ obſtinately held ſalt, c.becauſe a true church 
®Tie of Chriſt hath Authoriry and Power from 
mpey Chriſt, and are exprefly and poſitively com- 
'- manded ſo todeal with, admoniſh, withdraw 
you from, and to put away ſuch impenitent and 
&, « obſtinate Members, 
ntth KRep.z. None of all thoſe ends wil holdgood = 
thefy ina particular brother or liter, his or her with- 
e, th drawing and ſeparating from a true Church of 
Qidnz Chriſt for fin and defilement obſtinately held 
obs faſt by them, ( if any true Church of Chriſt 
{iy ſhould fo do, and could yer remain his true 
no 4, Church ) becauſe a particulzr.private perſon, 
einty Brother or Siſter, hath no Authority or pow- 
 erfrom Chriſt, nor is he or ſhe commanded by 
of Chriſt ro withdraw and ſeparace from a trae 
Iv Church of Chriſt. | 
\ ,, In theend ofpap. 15. and the beginning of 
f 4 Pag- 16. you propound another objection, 
i tm Which you branch into four parts, and give ſe- 
iegly Yeral Anſwers therete: from pag. 16. to 29. 
2-111 wherein, 
ratio Firſt yon confeſs two ſorts of evils were 
- yon CDarged upon thofe Churches in Afia, which 
Vat Chriſt. reproved, viz. Herefie , or falſe D- 
' Crine, Apoſtacy or ſpiritual declenſion,pag.16. 
ding fe fonr laſt lines. Bur | 
20m Secondly you lay, pag. 17: line$.9, 10. 
Meh, T hat the Evils charged pon them were #08 a- 
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(20) | (yi 
ny manifeſt breach of Morals , or pablike Pr 
known iniquity. FER 

Rep. Was not the falling from her firſt love, 
s manife Breach of rthat-Moral Law of God, 
Dext. 6.5. and Dezt. 11. 1,13, 22.and alſo 
a breach ofthat Royal Law of Chriſt, Matth. 
22, 30. to 40. ver. 3 Pet. 1. 22, And her neg- |. 
le& of doing her firſt works wasa tranſgreſiion FFI 
of the Lawes of Chriſt, written Fam. 1. 22, 23 | 
25. Tit3 $. Phil. 2.2. Alſothelnke-warm- 
_ neſsand the vain boaſting »f che Churc!: of the 
Laodiceass was tranſgreition againit the Law - 
_ of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10, 15. Jaws. | 
A. 1I 6 C31. 2. 18. and a manifeſt breach of the - [535 
Law of God, Det. 10. 12,13. So were thoſe |® 
d:e3s Which they were torepent of, Rev 2.21, FR» 
23 Nor were the evils charged upon the | 
Churches of Thyatira ſecret, forChriſt blamed 
rhat Charch and her Angel for ſuffering them 
that did teach and ſeduce his ſervants ( by 
rheir falſe doQrine ) to commir fornication 
and to eat meat ſacrificed to Idols, + Rev. 
4.30. at. © TY = 
To rhe ſecond part of the obj=&ion, pag, 
19. {ic 6, &c. But Chriſt owns them as Chur- 
ches, for ( or notwithſtanding ) all their de- | 
alements, baving uot remove d his Candleſtick | Wi 


from them. 


This parr of che objeftion you do very | I, 
piaimy and fully confeſs, pas. 20. the two laſt |i 


22> | (21)- 
puiltglines, your words are theſe, viz, | | 
> It estrue, Chriſt owns them a4 Charches, ha-. 
lon ving but newly diſcevered their ſin ,  £2ving 
Ou them ſpace ro repent , bat ppou Smpenitency 
indi threatens to remove their Canalefick and nn= 
ut} charch them, and that quickly too,Rev. 2.5, 
terns O my Brethrea 1 had you dealt thus ingeni- 
reſjy ouſly all along in your Book, the point had 
21,24, been out of Queſton. 
mm And were.y ou yetſo ingetnous after rchis 
2 ofch your confeſſion of the truch, as to follow 
be[y Chriſt example herein, ard ro wait patiently 
5a till Chriſt cemove the Candleftick and urchurch 
oftk Ny of his Churches, before you either ſeparate 
e thyi From them your ſelves, or thus grouridieſly 
931 Encourage orhers to wichdraw ane ſeparate 
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onth from them, Our controverſy would ſon be at 
bland 3 end,and your eontention woul4 ceafe. Bu: 
gthe you are ( chat | ſay no more ) Very dilingeni- 


s(h ous in this matter, for you have not only con- 
at TEfled the cruth, pag. 20. anſ, 2. thecwo laſt 
-2y, 1nes,and chethiree firſt lines of the 21 page, bur 
' - You havealſo acknowledged that the prattiſe 
0,04 of Chriſt hereia is for cur example in like ca- 
Cl Je** Pag+ 18, the four laſt lines, and the four 
bil firſt lines of the 1 9. page; your words are, 7 he - 
Iſh manner of Chrifts dealing with them. (to wit, 
' theCharches in Aſia) he 1. diſcovers and re- 
56 proves.2.Calls tarepentance, for which hegioes 
Ih ſpace, then threatueth , if they repent not, to 
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(22) FEM 
withdraw , ſeparate from , aud fight againſt | 
them with the ſword of ' his mouth , and | 
his prattiſe herein, is for our example in the | a 
likecaſes,&c. And rotwi! hitanding both theſe | 
confeſlions, you perſij: through your whole | 97 
Book to maintain your opinion and finful | >: 
praQiſe of ſepzration from trae Churches of 1 
Chriſt, before he have removed their Candle- 
ſtick and unchurched them, Yea, and not only | #® 
fo, but you do endeavour to cauſe diviſions; | 
and to make ſ{chiſms in the Churches of Chriſt, | M! 
by encouraging the particular members there. {| * 
of to withdraw and ſepgrate from chem, Afﬀer- | 
tins, that any particular member may, ('yea, 
_ and that it is their duty (0 to do)withdraw and 
ſeparate from a-true Church of Chriſt for 
oe * 
\ Burt you ſay, pag. 20. line 23. 24, 35, 26. 
T hat it ts the frequent and familiar praftiſe | 
of the Baptized Churches to receive members | Wh 
from the Indepenarat Congregations ſepara- -Winey 
ting themſelves for defilement in worſhip. I 
The Bzprized Churches have received ſome, [Mitt 
* who were members of the Independent congre- | Wy 
Sations, but not upon this principle or opinion _'|/M.t 
of ſeparation from a true Church of Chriſt for | Wiſh 
fin and defilement. But _ 
r. Some ofthoſe Members have been con-. | Ulm 
vinced, that. they ought ro. be baptized, and | ly 
being they could not enjoy, or be made parte: WT 
| cr 
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al ker of that ca of "I according tothe 
| 4x; inſtitution of Chriſt in that congregationwhet = 
1th of they were members, they deſired leave of the 
thi Church to joyn with ſome other Conpreparti- 
oh 0, where they might be baptized, and ſo de- 
fn parting by conſent, have been received into' 
ee; ſome Baptized church. . 

ſj, 2.Some of the baptized churches do foppoſe, 
onh EÞat the Independent congregations are not 
ſions Fightly conſtituced, and therefore think or are 
briſ. of opinion that they are not true churches of 


here, Chriſt according to the Goſpel. And thoſe 


4 


\\{ churches have received ſevera lofthe members 


o 


Ju of the Independent congregations ; though 
a1 thoſe particular perſons have not ſo judged of 
fy he congregations from whence they departed 
' as Wis beforeſaid. 


of What my private opinion is of the Jndepen- 
:3;} dent congregations, nor only ſome of then? 
7. know, but moſt of the baptized Churches do” 
74 alſo know, and my praRiſe alſo in this par- 
-. ficular caſe of receiving any of che members 
Of their Congregations. | 
' And-whereas you ſayin the ſame 20. pag. 
a 111-5. 6. Fc. T hat the writives and prattsſc 
both of former and latter dayes witneſſes, the 
Waldenſes, Wickliffians, Lutherans & Calvin- 
oo Its formerly;and the Browniſts, Independents, 
ag #4 Baptiſts laterly, who have both in wri- 
rh fing and prattiſe maintained ſach ſepara- 
ke t19n, (Fc Repe 
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(24). 

_ Rep. willy your ſaying Cfach) a para] 
on, fave your credit, and make them the Pa” } 
crons of your rigid and irregular ſeparation; } 
which is nothing ſuch ? Tpreſume you-cannot þ 


ſhew arany of heir writinps,where they jute | hm 


fie ſuch a ſeparation as, you ;plzad for, and | 
p::&tiie. And if you cqul4: produce ſome paſ- I | 
ſag:51nany ofrheir wrirings in favour of your} 
001840n, yer the co:.ſent of many in any opr'F 
n:ONIN Rehgion wanting proof of, Scripture, | 


do:h only reader it to bea greater error, and | yak 


the more dangerous r0 be.rectived., -: 


And for thoſe Godly Menof bleſſed memo- [ 5 


ry ( namely, Mr. Barrowes,' Mr. Cotton, and } 
M. 7efſe ) it's weli kaown they were neaher 


of your opinion nor praRiſe touching ſepara- # : 


Lion :- nor do any of thoſe;places that -you ' 
tite out of their Books, 247. 20. teſtifie, that 


they were for fuch a ſeparation, toWit, T hat ; A I! - N 


particular memver may ſeparate from a Church | 
ripht in the forms and ordinances of God, for Fe1 
&e.ſo long 44Chrift ewns them Tar his Church, 


ana bath nit removed the C andteſtien,. nor #n- | w 


charched them. 


To the third par? of the obje&tion, p4g.2.1; thi 


line 4, $5,, 6. Viz,. But it is (aid in the third. 
place, T bat here were thoſe that kept clean not- | 
withſtanding © in thoſe defiled Churches. 
Ard in your Anſwer 1, pag. 21. lin. 7, &cs | 
'you ty, Suppoſ e there were [uch good men that? 
kept 4 1 


= TE Ti... 
PU Þebt clean 11 thoſe defiled Churches, &e. And 
X tin your ſecond Anfwer,-p. 21, /. 16, &c. vou 
a fiy. Ler it alſo be vans: what before. was hin- 
and 4, That Chriſt had but juſt aiſcovered thriy. 
JUR ms, giving them admonition, and waiting for 
, AllFe:entanct. In which ſpace it might not be 11- 
ncp proper to own them 4s' C hurches, Fc. Anditt 
fyolyour 3d Anſ.p.22.1.6, &c. you ſay, If 5c 
Y Opt Bonutd be ſnppoſed here were ſuch moral d:file- 
PLure; -wents a6 ſuggeſted, yet world there be no neceſ- 
Ir; and ſary to conclude, T hat they were $11 fall Commus 
1" Inton with ſuch adefiled Congregation. withous 
procerding with them for their ſin, for ir might 
7s, be ſuppoſed (lay you)T bat the clean Members 
neitlid bad manifeſted ſom: AG that might preſerve 
lepatiir hery purity , which _ muſt be ſome witneſs as 
at JAlgainſt, ana araling with the ſin ac cording to 
e, R»/e, which they might dv by exhortino, warn- 
Thatlsng, r:proving. mourning over them, waiting 
'burdfor their repentance. | 
for j,, Now, Brethren, you ſeem to be invenious 
birctagain, and that which you ſuppoſe, 1s moſt 
nor#flike co be.the T:arh, rowic, 1. That thoſe in” 
_}. Sardss who had not defiled their Garments, 
47, 24ibut Were c|zan , did nor ſeparate themſelves 
> thifrom che Church.” 2, Thatthey were watch- 
an n#41, and preſerved their Paricy, by witneſfing: 
againſt (in, according to Rule.” And 3. Thar 
&rbey were waiting ( as Chriſt did) for their 
Repencance, Andif you would alfs he ſo inpge- 
> nous 
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(26) 


nious as to acknowledge, That thoſe few. Fhyrk 
Names in. London who have not defiled their boi ? 


Garments, ( if you think there be any ſuch ) 


' might likewiſe preſervetheir Purity, and keep | jg 
themſelves clean from defilement, by witneſ- | jydy; 
fing againſt {in according to Rule, and by | pi 
waiting for their Brethren and the Churches |, 
Repentance, ( according to Chriſts Examples). f? At 
and yer (as you ſay) own them for true Chur- | cr 
ches until Chriſt remove their Candleſtick,and 41,8 
not ſeparate from them uncil our Lord Jeſus | {ip 
have unchurched chem for their impenitency,” | 
and obſtinately holding faſt their fin, notwith- | qt > 
ſtanding Chriſts Admonitions and Reproofs, |; 


, 


then (I ay again) our cortroverſie would be. |} 1 
atanend, and your contention would ceaſe.” Þ; 
But you labour {till for ſeparation, and would jy" 


have that granted which you cannot prove, | 7 
| andtheretore query (in the next words p. 22. |þ 


[.22,23, 0c.) Might they not proceed yet in «18 
Further degree, v12. Separating from them,and | "hy 


waiting apart, even in yarcis,ts the ſame Cty, i. 
for their Repentance, and be yet reckened *f | (uy 


them. 


\ 


R ep. Oh how, you love Separation . and | (ls: 
lean to your own opinion! And, how fain-| NY 
would you hep ihe Queſtion, rhough under a | (xs 
plain contradict On 4 Conſider whac you ſay, Es 
Could thoſe few Names in Sardis be ſeparated | 
jromthe Church , a »d yet be reckoned of the Fes 
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(27 j 

| Church, at the ſame time, and that by C brift. 
binſclf? 

But, not ſatisfying your ſelves with his con-* 
« keycredition you query-again (C in your next - 
Fl words, p. 2 22, & 23.) Might it not be aunder-.. 
nd h 00d according ro Tymnh audour known F Xx>. 
erience, T hat a Remnant or particular Socie-: 
Wy in agreat City , might keep clean, whilſt 0> 
Urher Congregations in the ſame City-are defiled;. 
> Ls is Rome (were) ſeveral Cherches, whereof 
Kllome 5x private bouſes, Rom: 1x6. 3, 4. g. Jes 
ten reputed but one C burch. T be like 13 the Ciuy 
Ul oloſs, where weread of 4 Ghurch-5n Phile- 
rookrgon's heaſe, Phil. 2. yet beth reputed bat one- 
uldhCharch, viz. the Church of theColc ſfans;- a. 


] ceaſt;, way be alſo ſaid of the Church F Ged i 
wouL.ondon, 
pro Rep, By this third Query you fron fo af” 
$ p- 2ſerc, and Mem ©O be according totruth and 
[41 your experience, 13M | 
emo 1, That there were more Churches than 
:Cione even in Sards, as there was in Rowe , in 
oncd iColoſs, and as there is in Loxdoz. 
\ ... 2, That thoſe few Names in Sardis who 
n, Whad not defiledtheir Garments, were a ſepara- 
w lated Remnant, or a particular Society i in that 
wndeFicy, who kept themſelves clean, whilſt other 
ou ſaCongregations in the ſame City were defiled. 
bY 3- That yet notwickſtanding they were 


of tkeekoned of them, & were all but one Church! 
Churl . Ta 4 of 


urc 
mple 
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{ 23) 
of God, as it may be 1aid of the Church of 
God i in Londos: 

-This ſuppoſition of yours is no proof of 
your Opinion and PraQtle of Separation, tor 
if among the Churches in Sards ſome ſeparate 
from the reſt, as not to be communicated with, 

' *how then can the whole, ( to wit, thoſe that 
ſeparate, aid choſe from whom they ſeparate) | 
be accounted bur One Church ? | gu 19. 
Aridif thoſe ſeparated from , are tobe ac- | thn, 
counted a Church , as well as thoſe that ſepae- | - Unto 
rate, then whar means their ſeparation? And. 
what warrant from Chriſt, or whatcomforrt or | þ 
peace of Conſcience can ſuch ſeparate Churs- | 
ches have in ſtanding at ſuch a- diſtance from {quiny 
the other churches, themſelves being ſtill re- f 3a.) 
pured one church with them. 1s it according-| Wire 
rotruth, and may it be ſaid of the church of | inn 
Godin Londo2,1. That there areſeveralchurch<1! duh. 
es in this great city,2.That thoſe ſeveral chur- | lether 
ches are reputed bur one charc!: of God. | thſeck 
3.Tharthereare a Remnant or parricutar So- | nthng 


ciety in this great City, who keep cican, whilſt ny g 
;the other congregations in the ſame city-are Ys tr 
defiied. 4. That alchough thatRemnanc or ! mewe 
particular Society have ſeparated themſelves | rerſir 
from all the defiled churchesin London, - yet | wife 1 
they may be reckoned of them, and are all to | wins; 
be in truth reputed bur one church , viz. The | lnifeve 
chatchof Godin Lena: And may ir be (0 | Un; 
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rh & ariderſtood ( as ow [ay ) according to truth, - 
.- > andour known experience, of thoſe few names 


roof. & in Sardz? Andif 1rwereſo Mm truth , will ic 
ton; I hence follow ,* That any particular member 
ſepaniti may ſeparate from a true Charch of Chriſt fov 
d with, fs, cc. ? which is the matcerin hand,and che 
ofe tht poinr ſtill ro be proved... _ | 
parate) _ To the 4eb part of the ObjefQion, p.23. /. 
'.. 19.10, Bmt Chriſt neither reproves for being 
0be-16 there, nor commands to ſeparate from them. 
natſeſk Unto which you give ineffe& this anſwer, 
? Anlin the 19, & 20 /ines of the 23. page, That 
mfort0 commands having been plainly gsven 1m 0f her 
te Chat places, we way not expelt that (hrift ſhould now 
ice flap a#n repeat them... | | 
p {lll tt R-p. You have not quoted one place of 
ccordinScripiure where Chriſt doth plainly command 
burcha particular Member ro ſeparate. from a true 
[churdehurch, whilſt Chriſt owns them , and waits: 


ralchufor their Repentance, which was the caſe of 


of Gathoſe churches in Aſiaar that time, and for a- 
cular4my thing you have ſaid, or can ſay ro the con- 
an, whitrary, this part of the ObjeR:on lands firm, 
'cry-And is true, viz. That notwi bſtanding there 
nnant (vere ſeveral d-fling fins bo.h in dorine and 
henſelconverſation amoag ſme of thoſechurches 
Jon, 0 Afa.and alfo, chat ſome ſuffered thoſe tins 
arcalto rem:in amongſt chem, for waick fins our 
viz. Lord Jeſus reproved thoſe churches, and their 
; 7 bMiniſters, yea, and chreatned chew, if they did 
nd | C13 add 
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add iimpenitericy-to their fins, yet Chriſt owns | 53 
them for his Churches, and doth neither re- | 
' prove or blame afiy particular member for ha- | 
 vingcommunion with them: nor doth he com- | 
mandany particular member to-ſeparate from | %: 
thoſe Churches of his, whilſt he 15 waiting for | 
their - repentance and. reformation : Chriſts \,"} 
praQiſe herein ( as you have acknowledged, | Fi 
pag. 19. line 2,3. and. page 20. the two. | MM 
' ſait lines, and pag. 21 /in,1.2,3,) being for | 
our example in like caſes, | | 2 
There remains one objeQion more, which | FR 
you ary. P leaſed [0 Pp ropoſe pag- 2 3 - and the | 
end, ObjeRion, Bat. there are ſins 11 theſe. who #10 
ſeparate, and particular agreements 19 wri- 


tins, which we ſeen0 warrant for in the Scrip- | 


ture, 0 # | . | 
| To theformer part of this obje&ion,you ſay 
pag. 24, line1,2. Trxe it 25,19 many things. | 
we offexd all, &c. and pag. 26. line 19. 20,23, 
2 4. and are men of like paſſions, it may be, with 
rheſe we ſeparate from, c. nn, 
Ir 15 well -you are found acknowledping 
Four ſelves men ſubjeR to like paſſions as o- Y! 
ther men , and i-. many. rhi8ss offenders, [4 
ſhould heartily rejoyce to ſee you cordial and | 
thorow in ſearching and judging your own | 
 felves and wayes by the word of God, duly | 
_ conſidered ard. rightly underſtood, eſpecially | Wk 
_ 3nd more particularly. examining thereby the | Mhz 
Ce} EY a 
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Mo. (31). 
brit om path of ſeparation,whereinyou run on ſo con. 
ither no f1dently, But Ifear your conceſſion is but. matter 
er forty Of form, the more fpecionſly ro uſher in your 
\ he con heavy and uncharitable(to ſay vo worſe)charge 
ratefrq 42d accuſation of your brethren, JS 
aiting ſy T ou furthey ſay,p.24.1.5 6,7. T be Scrip- 
« Chriſ-##745 put 4 diff ertnce betwixt ſinninge ſinnixg, 
ledge 997H%y our conſuaderation through every part of 
the ty $115 /ubjeft, &c. and pag. 25. line 12.13, 144 
being As canſes in chief for ſeparation from any that 
areright in theforms and ordinances of God, 
e. whcY 0 Nominate and jnnumerate p, 25. and 26. 
| andeþCfioſe heinous ſing, viz. 1. Hatitual hypecrifle 
theſewl4 want of uprightneſs — teſted | by double 
«1 wiilnmdeaneſs —not regarding the. word of God 
'Þ Scry#h4) have profeſſed, nor the Works of God they 
__ .' *baveformerly owned. z, Imbracing thepreſent 
: you (world 1» their oppertunity,and making 4 league 
* chin fellowſhip or confederacy with every fenful 
| tereſt. 3. Denging, yea ſwearing away the 


). ZO, ' Headſhip or Lor aſhsp of hin that boxght them, 


"Bil Þ 
bo, r having loſt their hearts for trath. 4. Preſump- 


: tuous deſpiſers ofthe Law of God. 5.Conform- 


WLISLLFTY orainances of worſhip to the 1nven- 
renders, 2085 of men, through divers luſfts, againſt for- 


Kal aj fe” profeſſed ſeparation therefrom. 6. Openly 
06 ALUTLTE and ſecretly ſ«pplarting thetr fellow 


bois ſervants, who run not with ' them to the ſame 


: een XCeſs« Theſe are the fins, which (you ſay PIS. 
bj1/25' line 12. 13, 14.) you defire carefrlly to ob- 


pi C 4 ſerve 


F Bos ed Cds ae en contre Goo) 
£ 


' ſerve,as cauſes 11 hic of your ſeparation,&c, | ap 
Rep. lacknowledpe theſe are very grievous | Wi 
-and God-provoking fins : And didI knows: | 8! 
ny congregation of profeſſors tobe guilty of | al 

thoſe great iniquities, and the matter - and | we 
charge of ihoſe fivs made out by clear proof | yh 
and demonſira:ion, (as you adviſe before ſe- \;ja5W 
paration, pag. 8. Cor. 4.) and afcer ail means [yl 
uſed to help. and heal, that congregation, | ji 
there ſhould be yer an obſtinate perliſting | ont 
;n- thoſe firs impenitently, and a deferding | jail 
of the ſame, ( as you ſeem to make the caſe, |ﬆ8 
pag. 9. the fivelalt lines, ) 1 ſhould conclude, | with 
that that congregation is not a crue ( harch of |; {ine 
Cbriti, bec+uſe they do not Hold the head, Col, "Th 
2. 19. bu: are ferſual not bavirgthe Spirit, /'[ai 
walkins a'rer their own laſts, 7ede 16. 19. |'pntyt 
Ard judging that Chriſt hath removed che | Wnt 
Caridleii:ick, and hath unchurched them, and | hiſt 
fortaken them, I would alſe forſake them (as | 
being a part of Miſtical Babylon, fer.15.8,9, | hel 
Lo.) and joyn my felt to ſome true Church of it 
Chriſt, who is not poluted withthole defiling | Yn 
lios. : .___ 7 

- Bur, my Biethren, give me leave to tell you ;{(h 
plainly, I Co noc believe that anv one of the | (hl 
baptized( burches inthis Ciry; (whereof you, knw 
or any of you were members, or with whom | iy 
you {o:merly bad, and held communion, and |'hy, 
from whom you have withdrawn and ſepars- |" 
Md | * red)(\ 
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(33) 


"MING ted ) are (of were then ) guilty of thoſe hai- - \Y-? 


Y Ben nous fins. And you cannoc juſtifie yourTepa- 
LI knom-pgrion from the Churches whereof you were 
epuilty{ g-embers, upon your own declared grounds, 
arr ynleſs you can make clear proof, and full de- 
ear pr monſtration, that they are guilty of thoſe haj- 
deforel nos fins, and that after you witneſſed order! 
railma apainſt choſe wickedneſles, and uſed all means 
grep ro he Ip and heaF them, yet chey perfiified obſti- 
> periifli nately, and impenitentlv ro-h5'd taſt the ſame 
deferdi Gins,and did defend them, and foran into prea- 
kethecal ter evil thereby ; conſider again your own 
| conclul words, pag. 9. thetive laſt lines, and the ſeven 
 Churcdi firſt lines of the 10. p2g. of your Book. ” 
head,Ci Brethren, before. 1 conclude this matrer, 
gtheSpn 1 cannot bur carneſtly intreat vou to ex- 
ya 16,11 amine your own confcierces, whether you do 
noved 4 believe, that any of the ſ:id Churches are guil- 
them, 4 ty of thoſe abominable fins menitoned by you, 
ethemſ} And nor rather from inany years experience 
er.15.$) have known them adbering to, ard contend- 
Churchi inp for the fsich and worſhip once delivered to 
we defil the Saincs, And areat this day hazarding their 
. 2 Allinmaincai- ig ard praiſing the ordinances 
rotellji of C hilt, occorcing to rhe pattern deliveredby 
 oneof} Chriſt and hi» Apoi-les. As alſo, hat there hach 
hereofyt been .and is amongſt them a tender regard ro 
with wi the power of Godhireſs, and the holy walking 
1nion, 8 Of their members; and chat the only ground of 
and bout all thoſe bitrer InveRiyes againſt them "ow 
£24 Wh at 
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| (34) My 
hath been, their not cloſing with you in [um 
ſome new notions relating toCgvil govern» |ylma 
ment, lately entertained, and unbrotherly, yea. | wlll 
unwarrantably maintained by you. _ 
And now having ſeriouſly con ſidered and | mowy 
weighed all that you have faid in defence of | py 
your opinion and prattiſe of ſeparrtion, Ido \/1anit® 
reſtifie agair:{t you in this marrer, and afhr m, .: "vid ape 
that your ſeparation is a ſchiſme, and I do alſo | yl 
afferr, that you who havewritten this Book, oil 
and co juſtific ir, have cauſed diviſions and of- | jel 
fences contrary to the docrine of Chriſt, yea, | bhi 
and Ido deny any of thoſe ſocieties or congre- | jyzwll 
gations which you, or any of you have plant- | jjzlwls 
_ ed, or pathered upon the ſeparation you plead | weil 
for and praQiſe, to be true churehes of Chriſt {kak 
in Goſpel order. And I do declare,that none of | bimk 
thoſe baptized churches ( who formerly joy- |; 
ned in publiſhing their confeſſion of faith ) | jpatdy 
ought ro own your Aſſemblies as true | jþ 
churches of Chriſt, nor have Goſpel communi- |,ib 
nion with you or them ; but thoſe churches |, 7b 
whereof you were members, and from whom ove 
any of you withdrew and ſeparated your 
ſelves thus diſorderly and finfally, ſhould ra- Fay 
ther mourn over you, and uſe the power that [rs 
Chriſt hath given them to help and heal you,& |}; 
joreſiore you again; corfider 2 Chrox. 28..10. |.xjF 
And now je purpoſe to keep under the childrs | 
f 7#aah ana {ceruſalem for bondmen and boud- yn 
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T6 957 
i o7me9! 21ito yor-but arerthere not with you even 
Dt 1th jou, ſins againſt the Lord your God? Nor 
2 eanyour written Agreement makeYour con- 
 , © -oregations true Churches, which you ſo much 
red an (and with ſo ltle ſtrength of Scrip:ure)plead 
fence 7m pap. 36. Anf. 2.and PAC. 27. - 
On, I@ 7 cannor but wonder greatly , Brethren , 
d affirm, 4 614 you pleading for mutual writtenAgree- 
[ do allo-ents,as of ſuch-excellent uſe, and ſo neceſſary 
is Book (or communion in the Churchesof Saints un- 
and 0% der the Goipel, ſuch agreements having been 
iſt; yea oppoſed by the baptized Churches, becauſe 
CONfre: there is no Law, or command piven by Chriſt 
e plant: or his Apoſtles, for making or requiring any 
Du Ped fych-agreement or covenantas the Shibboleth 
ff Chritt ,F church-communion , Nor preſident. or ex- 
none | ample of any ſuci) thing ( practiſed by any of 
rly JF the Charches of Chriſt, ) left npon recordin 
f faith) the new Teſtament. But you offer one text out 
as Uk of thenew Teſtament, and fay your written a- 
mmMvIlk greement is doubrleſs contained in that Scrip= 


hurcls tyre, ( orat leaſt a proof for it,) ro wit, Rev. 


who ,,. 3 4. the words are, And they ſung a new | 


2d yout ſong before the Throne, and before the for 
ould f3: Beaſts, aud the Elder: and 10 man could lears 
wer tht ; har [on g, but the hunared ana fourty and four 
lyquld rhouſand, which were redeemed from the earth, 
. 28.10 Theſe are th:j that are ot defiled with women, 
chila\ for they are Virgins, theſe are they which follow 
1d boud ; he Lamb whitherſoever: he poeth: Theſe were 

womts.' redeemed 


- bY 
- Fe & 
_ 
4 F 3Y; - 45x} f-+ 
who 04. - 
my SY - 
- -— - 
_ a> I 4 ” 
Fa R oe Wa * 
; 4 F. « P 
c 0 


——— wv wa Oo OorOeoo—_ Woo oo 
% ” "% - 
; 4 


w—_ arr vg Aer ooo 
nl 


VI ; kl Fe . 
x pl 
p bi N 4 * - - # 
. % + 
0 ___ - ww a # 4 «> , 
r_ 4 c 
_ -—oQ w .. _ =_— 7 oo.” 
——  _— —  —C___w—_—_——_ __ L 5 OILS {a Eo i OY 
- . —_ __ ac. deb og 48 {s XS » L008 % 
CP IT IT Wy TO TO et ne oP & hon of hs EIN 6 27 nBy - o $415; a! OLE, 
, © NE OR de ne LR FB Cs OS 8 I tor Re OEAS 
AT dined ee eB b F- SE fr I Fs Boot ISD: POL EEE ne get 21 7 ITN 
LN 003 ep Le A EATON 2 2 of he Fe 3” Ls : IE; [ g roy Gt 5 by h4 4580 


 redemed from 9, being the firft fn gui 
uwto God, and tothe Lamb. © | wt 
1 have read the text and weighed every| dt” 
branch thereof, and-yetTcan naderſtand no-! ll fo 
thing in this Scripture to prove any written 4+] jk jak ghd 
grfemenr, much leſs ſuch an agreeme at asFyours| lidogl vi 
15, and which you plead for, here is neither} tri y 
Name oor Thing. Wer: it any of the leaders |BPFY 
or vides of the Biptized Churches, that ſhould: pop 
do fuch a thing, you would ( at leaſt ſomeof | Br 
you | fear wou'd ) with very great Indignati-, har 
on call it an Antichriſtian uſurpacion upon! Wei 
the conſciences of men. 

Bura word or two'to your Poſtfcrip, pag.” rr 
28. Thu enxeavony ( you ſay ) being from', yh (0 
ſuch as have deeply confuered the ſeaſon of # t | [Oh 2 
"45 well 45 the [1 ub; 11; of 1 if e& Co 1 | ws!) 
Rep Alas, my bre.hren, is this DAY of ny, 
7acobs trouble, a fir feaſon to cauſe diviſions | any 
an:onp the precious Saints of God,and to make in 
ſeparations and ſchiſms in the churches of. WCMrel 
Chriſt? i TR We 
You ſay, pag. 28. line 13, 14, I o_ T hat Jeu Ne Cuel! 
bave long corflitted birewith in tears before the Tx Wy 
T hrone, with Travel of ſoul alſoin conſultat b- 1p 
"T about this caſe (of ſepration) &c. - |] 
" Rep. Theſeare good words, but 1 do rearditph 
with you. in the bowels of our Lord Jeſus FWakit 
Chriſt, Brethren,ro examine theroot of your | if mi 
{chiſm « aud leparation, Whether it be not ſpi-- | why 
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YT" {ariritual pride, envy , affe&ation and defjre of: _ JN | 
.  -» Domination; eſpecially in ſome principal tea-. 7 
ed erelers of the party in thisfinful ſeparation, who! 
ſtandngvere formerly private members of thoſe chur- 
wrictenches, which for many years have been known 
tasyonand diſtinguiſhed chroughouc theſe three Nati- 
is neithÞ15 by their conf (ſion of faith often publiſhed 
be leadeand ſubſcribed in'the name, and by the conſenc. 
at ſhouſand appointment of the faid churches. Unco 
ft ſomeg@hich cont: flion of faich the charchesthar you 
ndignabave ſeparated from, anc do now brand wich 
ion up>Þe fore-mentio-ed hainous fins, ( chongh ve- 
ry fallly ) doyer, ( for ought 1 know to the 
crip, paEoncrary ) itcdtaſtly adhere : And if ſo, it is 
ing fray Ou, ( ana not the Churches ) who have As 
ſon of iPoſtatized, and fallen, yea, departed from the 
 - - Faith which you therein confeſſed, & profeſſed 
DAY do publikely , when you were ( I fay ) private. 
 divifiounembers of thoſe churches; bur fince th-t of 
dto mace years you have ſeparated your ſelves from 
arches (Cdole churches, and havetaken upon you to be 
'* Principal leaders in chat ſinful ſeparacion, you 
That jibave cauſed diviſions in ocher conprepations” 
befor: $2110, andby choſe diviſions, contentions, of- 
conſults £nces, and ſeparations, which you have occa- 
..  » Hioned, yoa bave gotter two or three ſocic-' 
dghear}'S, which you call clean charches, and count 
ord Jc<Vndefiled congregations of ſeparaced Sainre;! 
he ofyd 414 of private Brethren, are become publike 
be not (p4 #&cÞer'5, yea, and ſome of jor have uſurped 
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__ the Miniſtry of ©briff, and take'upon you! toF 
' diſpence all the holy ordinances of God, and} 
exerciſe dominion over your Brethren and $i-}þ 
ſters, as if you had commiſſion, aurhority and}? 
power from Chriſt, his Church, and the holy [” 
Spirit of God ſoto do, Bur inflead of rubbing,» 
this ſore any longer, I ſhall conclude ( as you 
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do.) Beſeeching you in the bowels of bro-F 
therly love, to read and conſider thoſe Scrip-|' © 
tures, 2 Chros. 28.10. Eph, '4.1,2,3,4:5,6.| 
Phil. 2.1, 2,3« Col. 3.12, 13; 14; 15, Jam. 

3.1, 2513, 14;15;46,17, 18. ver. - 4 
The good Lord is mercy-and pity to your 
precious ſouls, open theſe Scriptures unto you, | 
and open your underftanding alſo, aud turn | 

. . . youfromthe error of your way of ſeparation, | 
> Amen,and Ames. i 
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